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About Me

10 years of Design Experience

Senior Designer of Tr3 Media 
Solutions (Detroit, MI)

Super Power: Turning wierd client 
request into realistic design actions. 
(re: I can make it POP!)

Kent State University Student - 
Masters UX Design Program



Agenda ● Sustainable Design
● Benefits of Content Strategy
● 9 steps to a better website





Meet Jessie



Sustainable 
Design

People come for your content, they 
stay for the experience.

Elements of Sustainable Design

1. Quality Content
2. Visually Appealing
3. Accessible
4. Responsive
5. Content Strategy



What is Content 
Strategy?

Smith, H., & Saracino, A. (2014, June 12). What is Content Strategy? 
Retrieved February 9, 2016, from 
https://www.distilled.net/resources/what-is-content-strategy/ 



This That



Getting your 
Hands Dirty
Moving from this to that in 

10 steps or less. 



Step 1: Draw a Map



Content Model

 Lovinger, R. (2012, April 24). Content Modelling: A Master Skill. 

Retrieved February 18, 2016, from 

http://alistapart.com/article/content-modelling-a-master-skill 

A content model is a document that 
highlights the various content on 
your site and demonstrates the 
relationship between them.



High Level
Best for designers



Detailed
Best for developers



Step 2: Go Analog



Sketch
Use pen and paper to sketch

● Wireframe
● Page layouts
● Design Elements

○ Charts, Diagrams, etc



Step 3: Find Leverage



Select the best 
Content 

Management 
System (CMS)

WordPress is a free and open-source 
content management system (CMS) 
based on PHP and MySQL.

Uses Themes to facilitate the look 
and feel and Plug-ins to add 
functionality. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PHP
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MySQL


Step 4: Make it Pretty



Digitize your 
sketch in 

Photoshop



Step 5: Outsource



Outsource
Outsource your design using:

● Code
● Theme
● Framework



Slice and 
Import Create layered slices of your 

Photoshop file and import it into the 
Divi framework.



Intro to Divi
Divi is a WordPress Theme and 
Framework by Elegant Themes.

http://www.elegantthemes.com

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRVcsQm0I0c


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SbTGV7mlZLY


Step 6: Make it Work



Build Out 
Supporting 

Pages Repeat steps 4 and 5 to build out 
supporting pages and link 
accordingly.



Step 7: CYA



Quality Check

Check your site for:

● Broken links
● Missing Alt Tags
● Cross Browser Display

○ Chrome, Safari, Firefox, IE9

● Multi - Device Display
○ Android and Apple  



Step 8: Share & Get Feedback



Deploy
Design should not happen in a 

vacuum.

● Push your site live with a semi 
private link

● Share it with your team and/or 
client.

● Ask them to actually use the site
● Seek and be open to feedback



Step 9: Lather, Rinse, Repeat



Review, 
Rethink, Revise

Be patient with revisions.

Update the website based on the 
feedback received



Thank You
A copy of this presentation is 
available at:

SlideShare


